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| + seems that there is a lot of falk about Angels lately ... guardian
angels, archangels, even garden angels. But of Angel Flight of Georgig,
we have Everyday Angels. Our pilots are here fo 'lif people up' during @
lime: of emolional hardship and need, and it happens everyday.

Angel Flight provides free ot ranspartation o individuaols
with o medicel need thet con caly be met by traveling o dis
tanl treatment focilifies, Cur volunteer pilals By se thet no e
is denied polanfially lifesmy ng freatrment simphy becouse they
could rat physically pet fo the ovoiloble services Angel
Flight pilots provicle thess fights fram their hearts. They evear
parsonally cover the aircroft coss of these missions. and i
hoppens everyday. At least one mission is own soch day
oy cane oF Angel Fl ghts' Everyday Angels

Ore very special angel is Scott Kendall of Newnan,
Georgia. He has been a pilor with Angel Flight of Georgia
since October 2000, Like many Angel Flight pilots. flving for
AFGA provides Scotl with a way to use his time, plaise, and
piloting capabilities 1o make a differcnce in the COMnLnLy.
“It's ome thing o give & person a ride somewhers in your plane,
but when that person has a sericus medical need. ¥l re om a
mussien and it's very satisfying 1o help, My goal for EvEry mis-
sHOr is to complete it as safely and pleasantly as possible for the
patients. To make that happen, knowing the weather and YOUT
capabilitics as a palot is key.”

Sinece joining the organization, Scott has flown many unusy-
ally long missions, One particularly memorable mission for
Scott started with a phone call in the early aftermoon when the
weather was not leoking so good. The mission was to Iy from
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Scott’s home base at Peachtree City, GA (FFC) o Ohpar Locka,
FL {OPF) to pick up o 10-week-old baby boy in need of a liver
and intestinal transplant aleng with his parents and bring tham
to Dekalb-Peachiree Airport (PDK) in Atlanta. This was a chal
lenge because it was such a lomg trip, with a late start and con-
vechive weather along the route., Moisover, it was only the sec
oad time the family had been in an airplane, the firs being the
“Angel” flight down to the Miami area, Scoet knew the weather
through Florida would be okay, but e wis concemed ghout the
patlerns moving west across southemm Ceonzin heading to the
Jacksonville area and another system traveling toward the
Atlanta area. However, the next day’s forecast looked worse. so
he didn’t want 10 cancel and leave the family stranded. Scot
10dd the parents on departure that he might have o put it down
in Jacksonville and spend the night. by the departure time at
OPF it was getting dark. An hour into the night flight the haby
needed 1o be fed intravenou sly (IV) %0 while mom was prepar-
ing the IV solutions, Dad, sat in the co-pilot seat holding the
bixg behind him, and Scotr was hoping lor smooth air. " 1 gon
the fecling that Angels were riding on my wing becuuse the
skies parted, leaving us & safe passage through. It was a long
mission, not getting back 1o FFC until almost midnight, bur i
felt great to know that 1 had helped thern,”

Bom and raised in Muskegon. Michigan, Scott’s first intro
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duction 1o airplanes was at the age of 10 in a de Havilland

Beaver floatplane on a fishing trip, *It's hard not to be fascinat-

ed by floatplanes when you'rs a child. Twill always remember
that 1 could not tell when we londed on the water; il was so
smuooth.” Scott wias an avid wilderness canoeist in the North
Country. Seeing ane flying in all the floatplanes in that part of
the world made a lasting impression on him.

The idea of being a pilot really got started in 1995 when
Scott and his wife, Lyn, bought their first computer. He
became 4 passionmte user of fight simulation using M5 Flight
Simulator with a yoke and radder pedals. This went on for a
couple of years hefore Lyn encouraged him to try the real thing.
“I think she was getting & little frostrated with me hogging the
computer all the time.” So in the spring of 1997, at the age af
37. Scon started flying lessons. Maoking it only half-way down
ihe runwiy, Scott realized that flying was in his blood. "I never
woulkd have thought that & few years biter, T would be a
Commercial Multi-Engine rated pilot and owner of a new
Cessnu Skylane.”

Scolt has a BS. in Biology and Chemisiry, 2nd a M.S. in
Plan: Pathology and most recently worked for 10 years as an
environmental scientist with an environmental consulting and
engineering (irm. However, after being bitten by the “flying
bug’, Scult is changing careers to a full-time pilot. "Its an
ambitious career change, but you only have one life to live, and
you owe il Lo yourself to follow your hearn."

Thank Crect Scott followed his heort, He has utilized his fy-
ing expertise o support Angel Flight and has becormne one of
our most involved pilots. At the Angel Flight office. Scott 15
veferred 1o ws our "on-call” pilet, for without him many mis-

sioms may have not been possible. Through his dedication to
aur rrission, Scol has been able o wuch the lives of so many
in our community and has given them a chance to follow their
hearts as he followed his.

"It is remuarkable how many babics, children, and adults
meed to travel far from home for specialty medical care. A 12
week-0ld haby boy and his mom that 1 fransported once from
Memphis io Atlanta faced quite a hirdship, os they had to make
the trip every week for several munths. Without the services of
Angel Flight, she would not have been able to get her son 1o the
specialized care he required.” Situations like this motivaie
Scatt tn help anywhere he can, Scott is the proud father of two
wonderful children (danghter, Claire age 8 and son, Cole age
&), andl is expecting another som sl any moment, Therefose, be
can certainly relate 1o how parents would do anything possible
o care Tor their families. "Being u pilot is a pretty rewarding
aceomplishment by liself, but pulting the flying skalls w wse
helping others get medical care [or themselves or their children,
is the ultimate and most compassionate thing we, as pilots. can
do."”

Thireak vean St Kenhall for all dha vow de for make o T AN i

cevmumaiTy ansd for being o Tre Argel Among Us! We swlale yoi!

If you would like ta become on Everydoy Angel like Scott, or support
the efforts of our mission, placse visit the Angel Flight website of
www.angellightgu.org, coll 770-452-7958 or visit the office of
Dekalb-Peachtree Airport (PDK). We are always occepting new
mambers becouse our community can't ever have oo many ongels!
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