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by HEATHER IVESTER

&ANGEL FLIGHT PILOTS HAVE WINGS OF STEEL 
AND HEARTS OF GOLD
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“We were on our way home from deliv-
ering supplies to Baton Rouge,”
Hamlin said. “My colleague flying with
me asked if we could stop to check on
some friends he knew in Poplarville.
We had no idea what we would find
there.” What they found was dismal.

When they landed on the
makeshift runway, they were met by
a sheriff deputy, who said they’d
been waiting for days for two planes
to arrive with supplies. But no word
had come. Hamlin later discovered a
major miscommunication had pre-
vented the flights from ever
reaching their destination in
Poplarville. The people were literal-
ly starving to death. “I’m coming
back with an airplane tomorrow,”
Hamlin promised the deputy. “I’ll
bring you what you need.”

As a volunteer with Angel
Flight of Georgia, an organization
that works out of the Dekalb
Peachtree Airport providing free
transportation for medical and res-
cue needs, Hamlin knew who to call.
Jeanine Chambers Biron, executive
director of Angel Flight, responded
immediately. “We had been sending
out planes to the Gulf Coast area
ever since the hurricane hit,” Biron
said. “We organized hundreds of
ground and pilot volunteers to col-
lect and fly out supplies. Within a

couple of days, we sent around 25
planes to Poplarville.”

Hamlin, a satellite communica-
tions specialist, also helped the town
get back in touch with the world. “I
took off from Falcon Field the next
day in the second-fastest airplane,” he
said. “When I arrived as part of the
first group of planes, the same sheriff
deputy asked, ‘Is this all for us?’”

Angel Flight of Georgia was a

“first responder,” flying 450 relief
missions into some of the hardest hit
areas of the disaster. The organiza-
tion helped over 50 communities
that were otherwise inaccessible by
road through delivering supplies and
medicine, as well as helping victims
find their families and get the med-
ical attention they needed. In
recognition of their efforts, Angel
Flight of Georgia received a com-
mendation from Governor Sonny
Perdue last October.

“Our rescue mission efforts

began after we discovered the need
following the September 11 attack
in New York City,” Biron said.
“People refer to our pilots as angels
who have earned their wings and are
now earning their halos.”

Formed in 1983 by Jim Shafer,
Angel Flight of Georgia has steadily
grown to include over 800 trained
volunteer pilots, as well as over 400
ground volunteers serving areas in
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, the
Carolinas, and Tennessee. In addi-
tion, a permanent staff of six works
out of offices in the Dekalb
Peachtree Airport organizing mis-
sions and actively recruiting new
volunteers. Last year, Angel Flight
pilots flew over 1700 missions.

The organization’s philosophy
is that “the cost of travel should
never stand in the way of people
receiving medical care.” Angel
Flight’s mission is to provide free air
transportation to those who need it
most. The pilots fly patients to dis-
tant medical facilities, deliver
supplies to disaster areas, and reunite
families during desperate times.

“We try to serve anybody who
contacts us with a need.” Biron said.
“We’ve served people from two-days-
old to 92 years old. We’ll fly them to
get the medical attention they need
and bring them home. We’ve been

An angel with wings of steel . That’s what residents of the town of Poplar vi l le ,

Mississippi , thought they were seeing when pilot Har lan Hamlin of Peachtree City

touched ground last August. Completely wiped out by Hurr icane Katr ina, the

entire city was without food, water, or medicine . Nor did they have any means of

communication with the outside wor ld. Unti l Hamlin showed up.
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