Mobile Healthcare Charities

By loni Strandgquest

tealing sentiment from the French philosopher Volraire:
“It is not known precisely wheee angels dwell — whether
in the air, the void, or the planets.”

Diuit it appears that a large majority has north side Atlanta
addresses, One could ascertain this is due to the fact that the
area s home to Angel Flight ol (Seorgin, an argn nization pro-
viding free transportation to help people whose medical prob-
lems necessitate travel for diagnosis or treatment and cannot
afford to pay for airfare.
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A registered non-profit organization founded in 1990, Angel
Flight of Georgia has grown 600 percent since January of
1999, Presently, the charity — which serves the southeastern
United States — is on target to make 1,000 flights this year.
The angelic feats are accomplished wtilizing the combination of
camer “Angel”™ volunteer pilots, a multitude of “Earth Angel”
volunteers that coordinate ground efforts, and a full-time saff
of three women working nut of donated office space within the
confines of the DeKalb-Peachires: airport.




g mmpertant focus of Angel Flight's missions
e care. Volunreers and staff coosdinate the
o aid them oo their destination — weather

g for WINNE (99X FM ), Steve Craig spins tunes
- musical puests from Moenday chrough Fraday. Buc
this off rime, he sprouts wings and rakes flight as one of
# Flighe of Georgia’s busiest volunveer pilots
Tre never jumped headfirss into a non-profit before [Angel
= bee reflecred. “The isue pulls on my heart stiings. And
ckly became arrached to the people.”
Wraig, who flics a Piper Cherokee 180 Challenger out of
S ol aicficld, said that he tayed around with the idea of
sunteering for Angel Flight while he was training ar DeKalb-
tree airport to artain his private pilot's license. (A big
av case of teddy bears wearing leather jackers — the Angel
iehr mascot — caught his eye. )

=4 lot of us don't tly commercially -.. we just go up [in our
planes] and punch haoles in the sky,” he said. "It an honor o be
& part of this organization. | feel forumare. And irs nice o [fly 1o
help others] as opposed o just flying for my own reasons.”

Patients and Relationships

“Some of the situations are tragic,” Craig continued, recollecring
some particularly memorable flights including a gentleman sent
home with rerminal cancet to enjoy his final days, an Arlanca
police officer’s daughter whi was bartling leukemia, and a bay with
a misshapen head whom Cralg spent time with once a week so the
bey and his mother could keep a five-minure-long therapises
agpeintment o have the boy's corrective helmer adjusted.

"A Lot of people don't have the opporunity, time or resources
1o be able o fly," he said. "1 proudly wear the Angel Flight shirr
and pins, 1 fesl very fortunate to b able to return [some of the
generoeity thar people have bestowed on me throughour life].

“| want pecple to know that Angel Flight is there for them ©
use,” Craig continued. “Transportation to and from [a medical
facility] for trearment can really eat up financial rescurces. The
airlines don't like to give out free rickets. And financially, the
pilots recelve a tax deduction [around $600 8 mission] for the use
ol thelr planes, Ir's a win-win sitmtion, and is one of the things
theat isakes alrcraft ownership really special.”

A Parent’s Gratitude
A first | was a lirtle scared,” Greer Anderson, a Stone Mountan
ressdent and mocher of rwo, said. *1 was afraid of heights, but the
first time we went up it was =0 smoath 1 didn’t even know [ was
e an avrplane.”

Anderson’s world was shaken when she gave birth prema-
turely w hee fiest son, Gaston (now 4 vears old) ar 28 weeks of

preznancy. After esght months in the hospital, he was unable to
hold doan milk, and docrors pue a feeding tube into him. Instead
of coming off the ventilator as expected after surgery, physicians
had to perform a trcheotomy o keep Gaston's airway open.

With Gastom experiencing paralvzed vocal cords, an inabilicy
o gein weight and numerous gastrointestinal difficulties over
a matrer of vears, Greer, her husband Ernest, and their local
physician decided it would be best for Gaston to sze D Rokin
Cocton, an ear, nose and throar specialist with the Children's
Hospiral Medical Center of Cincinnari in Chio,

Because Gireer's job ar Turmes Broadcasting was providing the
lion's share of family benefirs, Ermest had left his job to sty
ar home and care far their son, Then Greer was laid off. The
tamily had no way o pay for mulelple orips o Cincinnati.

Formunarely, an acquaintance told Greer abour Angel Flight.
Dnice she contacted them fior detatls, she was especially impressed
by the lack of red tape invalved in urilizing the service, and the
compassion and efficiency of everyone involved, The family has
taken abmost half a dozen flights via Angel Flight over the past year.

“They're a Godsend to us," Creer sud. "Without Angel Flighe,
we wouldn't have been in a situation for Gaston 1o receive
treatment. They've helped us our more than they can imagine.”

Angels on the Ground
In her angel-adorned office, Jeanine Chambers, the executive
direeror of Angel Flight, noted, “We're probably only touching
ahaut ewo percent of the people who really need us.

“¥e flew pecple from 235 states and four countries last year,”
she said. “That’s pretry incredible.”

FACTS ABOUT ANGEL FUGHT
Afrer Sepr. 11, when planés arcund the nation were grounded,
Angel Flight began rransporting search and rescue teams, police
officers and fire fighrers to aid relief efforts in Mew Yok Cary,
beginning the morning of Sepe. 12, In addition, they kept the
blood supply flowing to haspirals chroughout the Southeast.
{Hespitals only keep a 48-hour supply on hand).

Angel Flight received written commendations from a multi-
tude of governors and a standing ovation on the Misstsipp
Semate floor in honor of aiding relief offorts.

2001 STATISTICS
Angel Flight recipients have sought travel for medical care
treating 740 different afflicrions.
= 13 percent have cancer
= 14 percent have a misshapen head
* 11 percent have mitochondrial disorders
* 47 percent are under the ape of 18 and 31 percent are under
the age of 3
* 3 percent are age 30 and older
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